An Interview to Mr Tsiliopoulos, 31/12/2009

“So, 2009 was a challenge year for the Environment and especially due to the fact that earlier this month we had the Copenhagen Summit, which perhaps did not go as planned, not as well as we would like to. Now on the line we have a member of the New Democracy party. She has been recently appointed Deputy Environment sector representative and she has always been a champion for the working women’s rights and the Environment in many respects. We are talking of course about Ms Liana Gouta. Good morning, thank you for joining us…”

1. What can we say in terms of the picture of Greek ecology and the environment for 2009?
Greece was left behind on Environmental sector during the last decades. We had the chance to use the European legislation as a transforming tool. However we did not take this chance. On the contrary we were trying to delay it and achieve extension of the deadlines. But because of this attitude we were the ones that were losing. I believe that society’s consideration was ahead of the political parties and people are ready for more decisive steps. In 2009 we haven’t seen big changes or big progress on environmental topics. In addition we once more experienced the nightmare of destructive fires in the area near Athens, that destroyed the largest of the remaining forests in the area. So it became obvious that that we haven’t learnt anything after the fires of Ilia in 2007 and didn’t improve our organizational or operational status. Apart from this big ecological disaster, the big investing interest in renewable energy didn’t progress as fast as it should do, and therefore we didn’t see the expected new plants while almost all remained in papers. We also had again problems with waste disposal, and while other countries are very far ahead in waste management, in Greece we still quarrel and fight for Sanitary Landfill areas. 

Concluding, it is true that we lack behind on environmental aspects, but on the other hand we owe to protect life and our Natural wealth. So let us hope that within the next year and the years to come all the power of politicians, of scientists and of citizens will be oriented for the good of the Environment. 

2. You were recently appointed deputy sector chief for ND. What are ND's priorities for the environment and what will the party base its opposition strategy on, in terms always of environmental policy? 
Yes, and this decision of President Samaras to appoint me in this very critical sector for the Environment is an honor for me and a challenge as well. It is early to speak on behalf of the Secretariat, because it is only 2 days we had the names’ announcement and the Secretariat has not been constituted yet, which will happen within the first days of the New Year. But what is sure is that the Environment has to be upgraded in the New Democracy agenda. Nowadays, Environment, Energy and contemporary Growth model are all topics of the same discussion.  Sustainable Growth is a one way path and European Union’s choice. Greece has to follow too. Sustainable Growth is also a top priority for the European central-right party, the EPP party where New Democracy belongs too.

Therefore within New Democracy’s planning, we have to strengthen our voice and our interference on environmental subjects not only following what European Union dictates, not only as a follower but with a Leader’s Vision. Greece can be a leader in the sector because of its huge renewable energy wealth as well as the Greek Natural wealth in total. We also have to tune with the society that demands from the political parties to act for the life and benefit of future generations and also to design the prospect of a New Growth model according to Climate Change and the rest of the Environmental challenges of the 21st century.    

3. Finally, can you comment on the Copenhagen summit and the state of the global community's efforts to save the planet.

In Copenhagen the expectations of the Whole World were high. We were expecting this Summit for the last years hoping that we could reach to an international agreement for the after Kioto era. We also invested hopes in USA’s participation. Unfortunately the result was below the expectations. The so-called Copenhagen accord "recognises" the goal to keep temperature rises to no more than 2C but does not contain commitments to emissions reductions to achieve that goal.
After endless negotiations that took place, we were hoping to conclude to a substantial Agreement but what really happened was that finally Copenhagen was recorded as only the “first step”! Gordon Brown commented that first steps are always hard and the most difficult ones, but still the result is quite disappointing. 

